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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 1676] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1676) for the relief of Helen Sadako Yamamoto, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That Helen Sadako Yamamoto, who lost United States citizenship under the 
provisions of section 401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, may be 
naturalized by taking prior to one year after the effective date of this Act, before 
any court referred to in subsection (a) of section 301 of the Nationality Act of 
1940, as amended, or before any diplomatic or consular officer of the United States 
abroad, the oaths prescribed by section 335 of the said Act. From and after 
naturalization under this Act, the said Helen Sadako Yamamoto shall have the 
same citizenship status as that which existed immediately prior to its loss. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to enable Helen Sadako 
Yamamoto, a native-born citizen of the United States, to regain 
her American citizenship which was lost by voting in a political 
election in Japan. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Seattle, Wash., on September 
28, 1915. She was married in 1933 and has two sons, both of whom 
were born in the United States. She left with her family for Japan 
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in 1939. The two boys returned to the United States in 1949 and 
are attending school in Seattle, Wash. Her parents reside in Seattle, 
Wash., and she also has two brothers and a sister residing in this 
country. In 1947 she voted in a political election in Japan, thereby 
losing her United States citizenship under the provisions of section 
401 (e) of the Nationality Act of 1940. 

A letter dated September 17, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Acting Deputy Attorney 
General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


SEPTEMBER 17, 1951, 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice with respect to the bill (S. 1676) for the retief of Hlen 
Sadako Yamamoto. 

The bill would provide that, notwithstanding the provisions of section 401 (e) 
of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended (U.S. C., title 8, see. 801 (e)), relat- 
ing to loss of nationality through voting in a political election in a foreign state 
Helen Sadako Yamano:‘o, who was born in the United Staves, shall not be con- 
sidered to have Icst her Unived States citizenship by reason of her participation 
in a political election held in Kisarazu Shi, Japan, in 1947. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Yamamoto was born on September 28, 1915, at Seattle, Wash.; 
that she married Kanekichi Yamamoto, of the Japanese race, at Seattle, Wash., 
on September 17, 1933, and that two sons were born of this marriage, the sons 
now being 16 and 14 years of age. Wit her husband and sons Mrs. Yamamoto 
departed for Japan on January 23, 1939, and in October 1949, the sons returned 
to the United States, while their parents remained in Japan. Mrs. Yamamoto’s 
parents, her two brothers and a sister all reside in the United States. 

The record indicates that on June 15, 1948, the American vice ce.sul, at 
Yokohama, Japan, executed a certificave giving the date and place of Mrs. 
Yamamoto’s birth and stating thac she was expatriated under the provisions of 
section 401 (e) of chapter 4 of the Nationality Act of 1940, by voting in the 
political election in April 1947, at Kisarazu-shi, Chiba-kea, Japan, and that the 
evidence of such act consists of a written statement by Mrs. Yamamoto, dated 
June 14, 1948, and filed at the American consulate in Yokohama, 

The record also shows that Mrs. Yamamoto’s busband entered the United 
States illegally in 1918 by deserting a ship; that he has a record of arrests; that 
he was convicted for income tax evasion;.and thac following the serving of a por- 
tion of his sentence on the income tax evasion charge and the payment of his 
fine, he was released only for the purpose of leaving this country. 

Mrs. Yamamoto, being racially ineligible to naturalization under section 303 
of the Nationality Act of 1940 is, therefore, inadmissible to the United States for 
permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924. The 
case fails, however, to present facts which would justify enactment of special 
legislation exempting her from the operation of the Nationality Act. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the bill. 

Yours sincerely, 


Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Warren G. Magnuson, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


Unirep Strates SENATE, 
October 20, 1951. 
Hon, Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Senator McCarran: I am supplying you with information concerning 
my bill, 8. 1676, and why I feel this measure has unusual merit. 
Mrs. Yamamoto was born in Seattle, Wash., and was a citizen by birth prior 
to the time she voted in the first Japanese election after the war. She had gone 
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back to Japan in 1939 and was caught there when the war broke out. I am 
informed that when she voted she did not know the vote would bring her the 
loss of American citizenship inasmuch as she had the consent of occupation 
authorities to vote. Her brother resides in Seattle and she has two sons now 
living in Seattle who need her care very much. 
Very truly yours, 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON. 


OcToBER 26, 1951. 
Hon. WARREN G. MAGNUSON, 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Senator Maanuson: In reply to your letter dated July 13, 1951, I 
hereby submit the following answers to the five questions. 


Question No. 1 


I was born at Seattle (King County), Wash., on September 28, 1915. The 
attending midwife was Mrs. Kato Takeda. 


Question No. 2 

I am presently living and working full time in Kisarazu Shi, Chiba Prefecture, 
Honshu, Japan. My activities consist of working and maintaining a home for 
my family. 
Question No. 3 

I am presently earning a living by performing secretarial and bookkeeping 
work for the Airmen’s Club at Kisarazu Air Base, APO 925 Unit 2, care of Post- 
master, San Francisco. Iam not dependent on some other person for support. 


Question No. 4 


I am not engaged in any activities, political or otherwise, injurious to the 
American public interest; please see enclosed certificates. 

Question No. 6 

I have never been convicted of an offense under any Federal or State law. 

My parents, Mr. and Mrs. U. Nakatani, age 62 years and 63 years, live at 
1441 Main Street, Seattle 44, Wash. (Living in Seattle since 1915.) I have two 
sons George H. Yamamoto, age 17 years, and Edward T. Yamamoto, age 15 years, 
both living at Seattle, Wash. George H. Yamamoto is attending Queen Anne 
High School and works as a part-time schoolboy for Mr. and Mrs. Case, living 
with them at their residence, 2339 Perkins Lane, Seattle, Wash. Edward T. 
Yamamoto is attending Baily Gatzert School, sixth grade, and living with his 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. U. Nakatani at 1441 Main Street, Seattle, Wash. 
My brother, Kenichi Nakatani and his family live at 1441 Main Street, Seattle, 
Wash. My brother, Roy E. Nakatani (who served 4% years in the U. 5S. Army), 
is now in the Firlands’ Sanatorium, Seattle, Wash. My sister, Mrs. Ben T. Akagi 
and her husband live at 14015 Woodrow Wilson, Detroit 6, Mich, 

Sincerely, 
(Mrs.) He.ten 8S. YAMAMOTO. 


HEADQUARTERS, Six THovusAND Four 
HUNDRED AND SECOND 
Arr Base SQUADRON, 
APO 925-2, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif., October 26, 1951. 
Hon. WARREN G. MAGNUSON, 
United States Senate. 


Dear Sir: This letter is to certify that 1 am acquainted with Mrs. Helen 
Yamamoto, whose restoration to American citizenship is now pending in 8. 1676. 

Mrs. Yamamoto, to my sure knowledge, has not engaged and is not engaged in 
any activity, political or otherwise. injurious to the American public interest. 

Mrs. Yamamoto lost her citizenship through voting in a local town election, 
not being at all aware of the consequence of so voting to her citizenship. 

Mrs. Yamamoto is at present employed as bookkeeper to the airmens’ club on 
this air base. Her command of English is that of a born American. There is no 
danger of her becoming a public charge. 





4 HELEN SADAKO YAMAMOTO 


I personally, heartily recommend that Mrs. Yamamoto be restored to American 
citizenship. 
Ben F. Harpaway, 
Major, United States Air Force, Adjutant. 


HEADQUARTERS, Six THousanp Four HuNDRED AND SECOND 
Arr Bask SQUADRON, 
APO 925-2, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif., November 8, 1951. 
Hon. WARREN G. MAGNUSON, 
United States Senate. 

Dear Stir: This letter is to certify that I am acquainted with Mrs. Helen 
Yamamoto, whose restoration to American citizenship is now pending in 8S. 1676, 

Mrs. Yamamoto lost her citizenship through voting in local town election, not 
being all aware of the consequence of losing her citizenship. 

Mrs. Yamamoto is at present emploved as bookkeeper to the airmen’s club on 
this base, of which I have been club advisor for approximately 10 months, Mrs. 
Yamamoto has spoken of her son’s intentions of joining the United States Air 
Force. There is no danger of her becoming a public charge. 

I personally heartily recommend that Mrs. Yamamoto be restored to American 
citizens hip. 

Louis F. ToRNARENE, 
First Lieutenant, United States Air Force, 
Airmen’s Club Adviser. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1676), as amended, should be enacted. 
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